◆ Editor's Note Dewey's esthetics and explores how "transformative experiences occur when people intuit new concepts that occasion seeing in valued ways." Matthew C. Flamm analyzes an abiding issue in democratic theory and practice when he argues that "conceptions of community after Dewey despair of an institutional means of recovering individuality, which is the central problem of democracy."
Though Robin Barrow's article does not discuss Dewey, his focus on the rank ordering of cultural achievements by Charles Murray, co-author of The Bell Curve, in his recent book, Human Accomplishment: The Pursuit of Excellence in the Arts and Sciences, 800 BC to 1950 (2003) is an important critique of the way that pronouncements regarding culture can be made, ironically, in a cultural vacuum. Barrow argues that "nothing in Murray's lengthy book in fact relates to justification for any of the judgments." We round out the issue with a review by Shane Ralston of the Spanish translation of The Public and Its Problems.
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